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 Bow Tie
This pattern is widely used in everyday quilts. An earlier 
name from 1889 is Necktie. Based on the four-patch 
piecing, it can vary widely in appearance according to 
the way it is set up. A horizontal or
diagonal setting, with sashing, gives it
a row effect. Without sashing, it can 
be difficult to recognize it as a Bow Tie.
It is still popular today, perhaps
because of its simplicity and versatility.

 Brown Goose
An old pattern much used for everyday quilts, this was 
also know as Gray Goose, depending on the calicoes 
used in making it. It later became known as Double Z or 
Devil’s Claws. It has not retained its popularity through 
the years. A family heirloom Brown Goose signed 1895 is 
owned by Niles and Martha Bennett of Manchester, Ohio. 
An ancestor went to medical college in Philadelphia, 
where he met and married a young woman. Among her 
possessions was the quilt top with her maiden initials and
  the date embroidered on it. It came
  to Adams County with her and
  remained unquilted until 1998. The
  brown calicoes of the period from
  which it was pieced remain as
  fresh today as when it was made
  more than one hundred years ago.
 
 Broken Dishes
Although simple in construction, this
pattern can be used to create complex
quilts, many using two or three colors.
It was also popular as a scrap quilt.
The Kansas City Star published it as
The Double Square in the 1920s.

                                       Adams County residents have  

    followed the tradition of “Mail  

    Pouch” by painting quilt   

     squares on barns to create the  

      Adams County Quilt Sampler.  

       This project celebrates   

       Appalachian heritage and honors 

quilter Nina Maxine Groves. It is a sampler of 20 painted 

traditional quilt squares that grace barns in Adams County 

and creates a “Clothesline of Quilts” that ties together rural 

communities throughout Tennessee, Kentucky, West Virginia, 

Iowa and Ohio. 

Begun with seed money from the Ohio Arts Council and The 

Nature Conservancy, the first square was dedicated at Lewis 

Mountain Herbs in 2001. Today, the project has resulted in 

a unique driving tour. At a leisurely pace, it takes about 1.25 

days to see the entire “quilt.” In between, there are shops and 

Amish establishments, historic sites, natural beauty and other 

points of interest to visit. A variety of options for an overnight 

stay are available for visitors to our “Edge of Appalachia.”

The sampler is part of the Appalachian Discovery Birding 

and Heritage Trail, a 200-mile 

trail that combines the region’s 

most productive birding 

“hot spots” with significant 

historical sites. The quilt barns 

complement the birding and 

heritage trail, so enjoy the 

sampler, the sights and our Appalachian community.  

Quilt patterns have many names and some may overlap. 

Earliest names are given here, with later names or popular 

variations noted. 

 Lemon Star
This pattern, based on nine squares, is
similar to the Ohio Star. The star points
are extended to the center, whereas
the Ohio Star has a square center. Also called Le Moyne 
Star, it is a variation of the old Variable Star pattern.

 Le Moyne Star
The brothers Le Moyne settled in Louisiana in 1699. The 
younger brother, Jean Baptiste, founded New Orleans in 

1718. By 1768, when he died, much 
territory had been
claimed for France.
After the Louisiana
Purchase by the
United States in
1803, this quilt

pattern was named for them. It is
based on 16 squares. Countless
variations of the eight-pointed star
made their appearance in the early
19th century. These include Pieced
Star, the Texas or Lone Star (also called
Star of Bethlehem) and the Ohio Star. Its popularity is 
attributed to the ease with which a pattern for it could 
be made before commercial patterns were available. It 
is often used as a design element in other patterns.

 Liberty Star
The pattern for this one was published
in the Kansas City Star newspaper in
1932. Directions specified it was to be
done in red, white and blue. Other
names for it have been Stars of
Stripes and Tennessee.  

 Shoo Fly
Shoo Fly is one of the earliest variations of the Nine 
Patch. It is older than the once-popular song by the 
same name and was popular before printed patterns 
became available. The square corners are cut into 
triangles, while the other pieces remain square. From 
this change, it moved on to other variations, such as
the Monkey Wrench. Later changes
led to Ducks and Ducklings, Hen and
Chick, Corn and Beans and Handy
Andy. Notice how all of the names
are related to a rural lifestyle. Other,
more complicated versions are the
T blocks and Joseph’s Coat.
 
 Snail’s Trail
Snail’s Trail—sometimes called Monkey Wrench and a 
close relative to Indiana Puzzle, which became very 
famous in pioneer Indiana—has been done in various
  sizes. One in the collection of local
  quilter Nina Maxine Groves is done
  in just four squares in the mourning
  prints of the late 19th century. The
  interlocking part alone is a very
  effective statement when done in
  two strong colors. When done in 
small squares, it really looks like a puzzle. The pattern is 
made up of squares, beginning with the largest one and 
folding in on themselves.
 
 Windmill
Windmill is one of the oldest of the four-patch patterns. 
Before commercial patterns were sold, this one could 
easily be made at home. Light and dark triangles are 
used to achieve the windmill effect.
It was often a scrap quilt. Later and
more complicated arrangements of
color were Water Wheel, Mill Wheel
and Water Mill. Modern versions using
only three fabrics create one called
Broken Dishes.

 Old Maid’s Puzzle
There are many variations, depending
on color placement. Originating
in 1895, it remained popular through
the 1920s and 30s.

 Pinwheel
There are many quilt blocks called “pinwheel.” This one 
is based on 16 squares. It is simple to construct of
  squares and triangles. One name for
  it was Spinning Star. Look at
  Friendship Star to see how it is
  related. The four center squares are
  changed to triangles and it takes
  on a very different look.
  
 Sawtooth Star
Also called Nameless Star, this pattern is the basis for 
numerous variations and lends itself to color placement 
as part of a larger block. It is similar to the Variable Star 
but has a larger center and smaller
points. The large center square was
often used for signatures in
album quilts.
 

 Monkey Wrench
This is a variation based on the Nine
Patch. Compare it with Shoo Fly to see
how closely they are related and how
both are an outgrowth of the Nine
Patch. It is known by several names, 
including Hole-in-the-Barn Door, Puss-in-the-Corner, 
Lincoln’s Platform and Sherman’s March. The last two 
names are indicative of its popularity during the Civil 
War. Churn Dash—another close relative—enlarges the 
corners and squares the center row.

 Nine Patch
Along with the four-patch patterns, this is one of the 
earliest used by pioneer women. They had to create 
their own patterns before commercial ones were
  invented. A very early example from
  Massachusetts is dated 1808. It has
  continued as a favorite to the present
  day. The Fundamental Nine Patch, as
  it was once called, has been the basis
  for countless variations. It is often
  used along with the one patch and 
four patch to teach beginners. It has always been much 
used as a utility quilt made from cotton or woolen scraps. 
This two-color pattern can be found as a building

border design or in commercials.

  Ohio Star
Ohio Star is based on a very old pattern 
known as Variable Star. Traditionally, the 
Ohio Star is made using two colors, but 
may include three. It has been a favorite 
since pioneer days in Ohio. Blue and 
white, or red and white were used for 
many of the early versions. After the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, 
a greatly enlarged version of this pattern 

became known as Lone Star or Texas Star. These were 
done in small diamond pieces that
made up one large star for the entire
quilt. Popular during the 1930s, they
could be purchased in kit form.

        Clay’s Choice
  This pattern was published as Ladies
  Art Company pattern #16 between
  1895-97. At first, it was known by
  several names. In addition to Clay’s
  Choice, it was called Henry’s Choice 
and Henry of the West, all in honor of Henry Clay. Later 
it was called Star of the West.

 Double T
This pattern was published between
1895-97. Carrie Hall named it Capital
T in the 1920s. It is one of many T block 
variations. It makes a striking quilt when
done in two boldly contrasting colors.
 
 Dutchman’s Puzzle
Many old quilts using this pattern have been found around 
Staten and Manhattan Islands. This was an area of early 
Dutch settlement, and perhaps the name comes from
  them. It is based on the four-square
  windmill pattern. Each of the four
  squares is divided into six triangles
  rather than two. The resulting pieces
  are very small. Perhaps this accounts
  for its lack of popularity today.
 
 Friendship Star
Its long popularity may be attributed
to its simplicity of construction. It takes 
on a very different look when set up
with sashing between the blocks. Also
identified as Simplex Star and Lost Goslin’. 

 Hourglass
Many different blocks have been named “hourglass,” 
but this is the earliest one found. It is based on the Nine
  Patch and and has remained popular,
  possibly because it is so easy to make.
  A variation is known as Split Nine Patch. 

Welcome to 

the Original 

“Clothesline 

of Quilts”

A Leisurely

Tour of the

Adams County 

Quilt Sampler

Discover Our
Painted Quilt

Sampler

A  D r i v i n g  Tr a i l  o f  A d a m s  C o u n t y ,  O h i oA sampler quilt based on the original 20 squares painted 
on our barns will be available for purchase in the 

near future, as well as postcards and other art featuring 
the squares in our “quilt sampler.”

For more information about this project or local 
accommodations and restaurants, please contact: 

Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau
1-937-549-8515 or 1-877-232-6764

www.adamscountytravel.org

Safety & Respecting Private Property

When viewing and enjoying the Quilt Trail, use 
caution when slowing or stopping near a site.  

Stopping along busy roads can be dangerous and 
illegal. All sites are on private property and 

should be viewed from the public roads, unless 
otherwise indicated at the site or if it is a business 

open to the public. We are indebted to our 
barn hosts for their generosity. 

A special thanks to
the resident barn owners

of Adams County.

Planning Adams County’s Tomorrow, Inc.

 1 Bow Tie 1191 Vaughn Ridge Road

 2 Brown Goose 5213 Eckmansville Road

 3 Broken Dishes 21309 St. Route 125

 4 Clay’s Choice 869 Grace Run Road

 5 Double T 871 Spurgeon Hill Road

 6 Dutchman’s Puzzle 2586 Burnt Cabin Road

 7 Friendship Star 1092 Vaughn Ridge Road

 8 Hourglass 33200 St. Route 41

 9 Lemon Star 3859 U.S. Route 52

 10 Le Moyne Star 100 Storer Road (at old 32)

 11 Liberty Star 38 North Main Street

 12 Monkey Wrench 1748 Waggoner Riffle Road

 13 Nine Patch 7087 St. Route 73

 14 Ohio Star 2345 St. Route 247 South

 15 Old Maid’s Puzzle 380 Weaver Road

 16 Pinwheel 1444 Gift Ridge Road

 17 Sawtooth Star 13441 U.S. Route 52

 18 Shoo Fly 9299 St. Route 247

 19 Snail’s Trail 3318 Germany Hill Road

 20 Windmill 46 Beasley Fork Road 

QUILT BARN
TRAIL
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